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The European Agenda under the Luxembourg Presidency 

Important issues in the next months will be: 
 

- Trilogues on Data Protection Directive 
- Digital Single Market / Digital Agenda 
- Migration – Malta Summit together with the African Union 
- TTIP negotiations  
- Investment protection 
- Russia / Minsk agreements follow-up 
- Energy and environment politics: energy security (Russia); renewable energy and energy efficiency 

proposals by the European Commission; preparation of the COP21: this has started already in the 
Parliament, the Council needs to come to a position too – a role for Luxembourg Presidency. 

- Future EMU 
- Structural Banking Reform – in autumn negotiations 
- Tax plans 
- UK 

 

Georges Friden, Deputy Permanent Representative Luxembourg 
 
The official programme is to be presented to the European Parliament on 7 July by the Prime Minister. 
These remarks are all provisional, though some points are clear. Overarching themes are:  
 

Jobs and Growth  
There is a pressure on social and political systems. If the European project is associated with 
austerity, social dumping etc., it will not get citizens´ support.  
So a follow-up to the Juncker plan is needed, as well as reform of the banking structure, and 
another crucial element: the deepening and strengthening of the Single Market it the priority. The 
Digital Single Market Strategy is part of this, and the Presidency is looking forward to concrete 
commission proposals, which will be presented this fall. Apart from the DSM, there is a Single 
Market dimension in all policies.  
Inclusive jobs and growth: combine jobs and growth agenda with a strong social dimension. This 
dimension is needed for popular support, and the Presidency is waiting for European Commission 
initiatives here. The social dialogue with social partners on the European level should be 
strengthened.  
The Single Market should also be strengthened in the area of the Energy Union – which is so far 
only a strategy and does not yet contain any legislative proposals. Here, the Presidency expects 
proposals from the Commission for a qualitative step towards an Energy Union. Luxembourg wants 
to develop a model which will enable national energy policies to deliver collective outcomes. 
Another sectoral deepening of single market is the railway package. Long and hard negotiations will 
have to be done in this area. The Presidency hopes to make a decisive step at the Transport Council 
in October on this issue.  
There is also an international context in this area, for all the above, but for some issues even more 
so. These include: the Tax Action Plan under discussion; as well as trade and the ongoing TTIP 
negotiations, where the Presidency’s main role it so convey the opinion of the Member States to 
the negotiator, the Commission;  
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Sustainability 
Which is important in the sense of environment in the Energy Union, Transport, etc., but 
predominantly with regards to preparing a binding and ambitious agreement at the COP21. The 
Presidency tries to help and bring across the EU position, supporting the Commission.  
Internal sustainability files: the air quality directive, the circular economy with both a waste and 
production dimension.  
On the international dimension two other dossiers are important for the EU and Luxembourg: 
development aid and the sustainable development goals. Luxembourg development spending is 
above 1% GNI, and it tries to stress the European Year for Development and development generally, 
aiming to raise awareness of the impact of all our policies on the development agenda and 
development countries. Luxembourg will support the UN on the SDGs. 

 
 
 


