
Ladies and gentlemen, your Excellencies, distinguished guests, thank you for coming to the 
ceremony of  

The European speech of the year 

The Executive Board of the European Movement Croatia and the European House Zagreb 
decided that this years winner is the speech given by the Ambassador of the Kingdom of 
Norway: 

His Excellency Mr. Henrik Ofstad 

This award is given for the opening speech at the conference: Norway and Croatia: Partners 
in the economy and social development, which was held on 26 January 2015 at the Journalists' 
Association in Zagreb. 

We wholeheartedly agree on the importance of investing in human resources and social 
dialogue for the purpose of cooperation and common responsibilities with a special emphasis 
on: 

• Strong and successful structures and processes of social dialogue for the purpose of solving 
economic and social issues, encouraging good governance, promoting social and industrial 
development and the strengthening of economic growth and stability.  

• The key role of civil society in ensuring a stable and democratic society through civic 
education with a goal to achieving tolerance, equality and active citizenship. 

This speech was selected because it promotes the same goals and values the European 
Movement Croatia and the European House Zagreb stand for, and it reflects the interests of 
Croatia and its citizens who opted for membership in the European Union. 

The European House Zagreb and the European Movement Croatia have for the past twenty-
five years played a full part in raising awareness of Croatian's about the value and necessity of 
European integration, as well as informing Croatian citizens about the history and ideals of the 
European Union. 

The European speech award is the highest award granted by European Movements as full 
members of the International European Movement in Brussels and has been regularly 
awarded in Croatia since 2003. 

Also, on this occasion, we would like to thank His Excellency Mr. Henrik Ofstad for his 
cooperation with the European Movement Croatia and the European House Zagreb and for 
his insightful presentation on relations between Norway and the European Union. We look 
forward to developing relations between Norway and Croatia and participating in your work 
to improve the economic and social development of Europe.  

I kindly ask the Ambassador of the Kingdom of Norway, His Excellency Mr. Henrik Ofstad to 
receive this sculpture symbolizing Croatia in the European Union, made by the Croatian 
sculptor Kresimir Roda.  


